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SUFFRAGANS. The word properly signifies all the provincial Bishops which are under a Metropolitan, and they are called his suffragans, because he had power to call them to his provincial synods to give their suffrages there. The Chorepiscopi had been long set aside, who had been for many ages rural Bishops, of which we will give this short account:
The Bishop, who was the supreme of the whole diocese in ecclesiastical affairs, did generally reside in the city with his presbyters, and when disabled by old age or any other infirmity, to inspect and govern the Church, he usually chose a coadjutor to assist him, and this person often succeeded him in the bishopric.    Afterwards, when Christianity spread itself into many towns and villages at a great distance from the city, and the number of the converted heathens daily increased, it was thought fit to choose another assistant, who was called Chorepiscopas, or a country Bishop, as the word itself imports, who was really a bishop in order, and not a mere presbyter.    It is true, he was inferior to the city Bishop, however his ordination by one Bishop alone was valid; but still he was a Bishop, and his office was to enquire into the behaviour and morals of the country clergy, and to see that no persons but such who were duly qualified, should be let into the ministry.    They had power to confirm in country churches, and to sit and vote in councils in their own names; they might ordain readers and sub-deacons, but not presbyters and deacons without the Bishop's license. But by the council of Laodicea their power was diminished ; for it was decreed by that council, that Bishops should not be in country villages, but visiting presbyters should be in their room.   However, their power was not suppressed at once, it sank by degrees, and afterwards in the ninth century it came to nothing; and then it was pretended they were not Bishops, but presbyters, and so the whole order was set aside in the Western Church.   In the very beginning of the Reformation here, viz., An. 26. H. 8. cap. 14. an act passed to restore this order of men under the name of suffragan Bishops; the preamble recites, that good laws had been made for electing and consecrating Archbishops and Bishops, but no provision was made for suffragans, which had been accustomed here
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